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The Existing of Participatory Role and Community Order Restoration
in Mungrai Code (Wat Gasa version): Principles and
Concepts Being Applicable for the Current Contexts
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Abstract
Mungrai Code or the Law of King Mungrai is categorized as the ancient Lanna Codes
of Regulations. The application of justified codes, existing by that time, was conducted
in court. From the Mungrai Code, we could imagine what the ancient Lanna society
was like; some codes of conduct by that time were based upon religious practices of
India. Social classes and justified codes of Principles of Dhammasattha, in particular,
were among other things that could be witnessed. Though the Mungrai Code may not
be a complete set codes of justice in terms of inappropriate context providing as well
as conserving and passing some but not all of them on from time to time, the Mungrai
Code could still show the bonds among social classes and cooperation made for social
and environmental protection. It also quoted that one had to be responsible for any
damages of others he had caused. Social members had to join hand in building and
conserving the irrigating dams for the benefits of water resource management of the
community. Once the Mungrai Code was put into practice by then, the punishment was
not focused upon persons in particular, but social conflict minimization instead. The law

was not for avenging but healing those affected.

Keywords: Mungrai Code, Wat Gasa, Participatory Role and Community Order Restoration
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Abstract

In every society, sexual prohibition is considered regular social norm to be up-
held by its citizens. The norm is asserted with social rules, regulations and formality,
although it is human natural mechanism. Human beings, however, seek to pursue their
sexual expressions through acceptable channel of society, narrations. Jea Kom (narrative
short story) is a kind of entertaining fiction which is told in form of various funny sexual
stories. The ‘eroticism’ or ‘sexual oriented’ stories are composed upon the construction
of social reality, which can be categorized as follows;

1. Having sexual relations with a prohibited partner.

2. Women abuse.
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3. Overriding males’ sexual power.
4. Practicing of abnormal sexual intercourse.
5. Having filthy behavior and manner.

Keyword : Eroticism, Construction of Social Reality, Lanna literature
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Displaced Buddhist Monks in Lanna
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this investigation was to examine situations and factors influenc-
ing the entry into Thailand of Tai Yai monks, to explore the characteristics and methods
of the relocation of the monks, and to investigate the roles of the monks among Tai
Yai migrant workers. The data were collected by interviewing 30 Tai Yai monks residing
in Chiang Mai Province as well as by studying research documents related to the Shan
ethnic group and the political situation in Myanmar.

The findings of the investigation reveal that there has been an ongoing war be-
tween the Shan Liberation Army and the Myanmar Army since 1947. Common Shan have
been severely affected by persecution, forced relocation, and loss of lives. The situation
has brought about poverty, unemployment, high taxes, no education and the lack of a
peaceful livelihood.

The internal factors influencing the entry of the monks into Thailand is explained
by a lack of harsh policies to prosecute foreign laborers or immigrants, by similarities
of culture, religion and traditions, and by immigrants’ relatives living in Chiang Mai. The
external factors included better economic conditions and labor shortages in Thailand.

Regarding their entry into Thailand, the migrants came individually or in groups
with a caretaker facilitating their journeys. Monks or relatives living in the country facili-
tate immigration procedures. For the Tai Yai monks seeking to settle in the country, the
formalities are much easier than for laypeople.

The role of the Tai Yai monks among Tai Yai migrant laborers consisted of giving
advice on the labor regulations of the state, teaching Thai and Shan to migrant children,
advising them to stay thrifty in order to send remittances home, telling them to be law-
abiding residents, and providing food and monetary assistance to families with insufficient
income.

Keywords: Assimilation, Shan Monks, Lanna Monks
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