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Abstract

This book "Manuscript collections on Astronomy in Tai ethnic groups” collects intellectu—
al knowledge and beliefs of Tai people about Astronomy contained within the documents such as
palm-leaf manuscripts, leporellos, and others. There are 28 documents included in this book (most
of them are found in categories of Astrology and calendar calculation method), and they are
recorded in various scripts such as Tai Yuan (Dhamma Lanna), Tai Lue, Tai Khoin, and old Thai.
In this book, these documents are transliterated and translated into modern Thai so that
a reader can understand the reason why stars and astronomical phenomena have played a
significant role on knowledge and beliefs of the Tai people in the past. This book is separated into
4 parts. First is the background knowledge and beliefs related to Astrology including the size,
external appearance, trajectory of the sun and moon, the calculation and prediction for the solar
eclipse and lunar eclipse, and the beliefs and predictions from the occurrences of
astronomical phenomena. Second is the record of astronomical phenomena in a brief calendar.

Third is the miscellaneous belief about Astronomy including a diagram of 27 stars, pictures of

astronomical phenomena and a divination of dreams, stars and astronomical phenomena.
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