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The Causes of Writing Down the Tripitaka in Palm Leaf at Aluvihara,
Sri Lanka

Phramaha Phocana Suvaco, Phramaha Tharnom Arnando and Wai Chueram
Buriram Buddhist Collage, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

E-mail: phocanald@gmail.com

Abstract

This academic article aims to investigate the factors that led to the transcription of
the Tripitaka onto palm leaves at Alu Vihara, Sri Lanka. Specifically, it examines whether
this development was driven by internal factors, such as the Sangha, or external influences,
such as political circumstances. The study primarily relies on commentaries, the Dipavamsa,
and the Mahavamsa, which are regarded as primary sources. The findings indicate that the
decision to commit the Tripitaka to writing stemmed from three key factors including 1)
Prolonged natural disasters Sri Lanka experienced severe and prolonged natural disasters,
which significantly impacted the livelihood of the Sangha. As a result, monks were unable
to sustain the oral tradition of memorizing and preserving the Tripitaka, 2) Disputes within
the Sangha Internal conflicts arose regarding Buddhist principles. Due to the long-lasting
hardships caused by these disasters, some monks deviated from monastic disciplinary rules
and misinterpreted the Buddha’s teachings, and 3) Prolonged warfare between the
Sinhalese and Tamils affected the expansion of Buddhism throughout the island, which
was historically dependent on royal patronage. However, as the ruling monarch was
engaged in prolonged warfare, the Sangha faced increasing difficulties in maintaining
monastic discipline. An important observation is that these factors did not occur in isolation
but rather simultaneously influenced the lives and perspectives of the Sangha. Collectively,

they contributed to the decision to transcribe the Tripitaka onto palm leaves at Alu Vihara.

Keywords: Inscription, Tipitaka, Palm Leaf, Sri Lanka
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Hall Pab Ratchasomphan: The Mission of Ancient Manuscripts and

Local Development

Phoodeit Saensa
Executive of Hall Pab Ratchasophan, Wiang Chiang Lek Learning Center
E-mail: Phoobatel116@gmail.com

Abstract

Hall Pab Ratchasomphan is located in Wiang Chiang Lek, within the Historical, Lanna
Wisdom, and Tai Ethnic Group Study Center in Baan Na Tum, Bo Lek Long Subdistrict, Long
District, Phrae Province. It was officially established in 2018 as a library for researching
ancient documents and books related to Lanna and Tai ethnicity. Inside Hall Pab
Ratchasomphan, there are approximately 500 ancient documents categorized into legends,
law, literature, astrology, rituals, medical texts, spells, and amulets. Another important
mission of Hall Pab Ratchasomphan is to photograph and create digital copies of ancient
documents, including various types of palm leaf manuscripts such as those folded in the
palm leaf, folded at the head, and other inscriptions found in northern Thailand. The
conservation efforts began in 1993, focusing on registering accounts, taking digital
photographs, and storing ancient documents. The process of copying inscriptions from the
colophons of palm leaf scriptures and digitally photographing ancient documents from
various temples started in 2004. Currently, the center is registering accounts, copying
colophon inscriptions, and digitally preserving ancient documents from 32 locations.
Operated by the private sector, Hall Pab Ratchasomphan plays a vital role in storing and
maintaining both ancient documents and the knowledge contained within them. This
serves as cultural capital to support various community-driven initiatives, including local
museums, community learning, cultural tourism, community enterprises, and local ritual

traditions.

Keyword: Hall Pab Ratchasomphan, Ancient documents, Local museum
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Palm leaf manuscripts: Participation in conservation and preservation

Orawan Chueanoi
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,

Chandrakasem Rajabhat University, Bangkok, Thailand

E-mail: orawan.c@chandra.ac.th

Abstract

This academic article is part of the research on the conservation and preservation
of palm-leaf manuscripts at Wat Pho Thong Lang in Nonthaburi Province, conducted in
2020. The palm-leaf manuscripts, which contain Buddhist texts, were bent, some were
broken, had insect bite marks, and were covered in dust. The abbot, Phra Khru Sangkharak
Somphong Sarakhantho, donated the manuscripts to the university for educational
purposes. At that time, the project aimed to integrate the university’s missions in teaching,
academic services, and the preservation of arts and culture with research efforts to
demonstrate that the conservation and preservation of palm-leaf manuscripts is a task in
which everyone can participate. The management of palm-leaf manuscripts and ancient
documents can be organized as an educational activity within institutions through network
collaboration involving conservation and preservation scholars, ancient language experts,
students and university personnel, community members, and other interested individuals.
These activities can take the form of workshops within courses such as Museum for Tourism,
which emphasizes conservation and preservation, and Khmer in Daily Life, which focuses
on transcribing stories from documents. Such initiatives can be implemented within

educational institutions or in temples and communities that house palm-leaf manuscripts.

Keyword: Palm leaf Manuscripts, Participation, Conservation and Preservation
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Temporal Data from Colophon in Tai Yuan Palm-leaf Manuscripts Found at

Wat Mai Nakhon Ban, Ratchaburi Province

Dokrak Payaksri
Department of Oriental Languages, Faculty of Archaeology, Silpakorn University

E-mail: payaksri_d@su.ac.th
Abstract

Palm-leaf manuscripts consist of two main components: the Text and the Paratexts.
The text refers to the main content of the manuscript, which often includes knowledge
from various disciplines, particularly teachings of Buddhism. In the tradition of palm-leaf
manuscripts, the transcription of the text has been a crucial method for pre serving and
disseminating these teachings across generations. The second component, the paratexts,
includes non-textual information such as titles, folio numbers, illustrations, and
colophons. Colophons, in particular, are significant in providing information about the
manuscript production process, locations, involved individuals, and surrounding events,
including the completion date of the transcription. Temporal information in palm-leaf
manuscripts is crucial for research purposes, both in the study of the text and the
paratexts, as it facilitates accurate dating of the manuscripts. In the case of Tai Yuan palm-
leaf manuscripts from Wat Mai Nakhon Ban, temporal data can be found in various
positions, such as at the end of the text, on the front cover, or the back cover. This
temporal data is presented in two main forms: 1) Chronos, which refers to quantitative
time that can be measured according to calendars and clocks, including year, month, day,
and time, recorded both numerically and textually, and 2) Kairos, which refers to
qualitative time, or a significant moment that cannot be quantified, such as the time
when villagers gather to listen to Dharma. The diversity of temporal information found in
these manuscripts reflects the acculturation between the Tai Yuan ethnic group and the
local Ratchaburi Thai population. The Tai Yuan people have seamlessly integrated the
new cultural elements of the local Ratchaburi Thai with their own traditional culture,
maintaining a balanced coexistence of both cultural identities.

Keywords: Colophon, Chronos, Kairos
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The Isaan Worldview in Ancient Laws: Managing Personal Property and

the Public Domain

Chawanakorn Channawet
Research Institute of Northeast Art and Culture,
Mahasarakham University

E-mail: jawanakornchannaveja@gmail.com

Abstract

This paper aims to present a study and analysis of the worldview and social
identity of people in ancient Isaan communities, focusing on resource management and
its impact on their livelihood and social organization. The research has been conducted
by the Isaan Art and Culture Research Institute, Mahasarakham University, from 2012 to
the present. The study examines 37 documents, classified into 35 bound manuscripts and
two Thai folded books, collected from nine provinces: Roi Et, Maha Sarakham, Kalasin,
Chaiyaphum, Yasothon, Sakon Nakhon, Loei, Ubon Ratchathani, and Khon Kaen.
Additionally, one source is a digital copy of an image from the National Library of
Thailand. Findings indicate that resource utilization in different areas of the Northeast
shares both similarities and differences. The study reveals issues such as usurpation, theft,
devaluation, and causes of conflict, as well as how societies were structured through
religion, traditions, rituals, beliefs, and regulations. Respect for monks, elders, and other
fisures played a significant role in social organization. Furthermore, spatial differences
were observed based on each region’s ecosystem. Knowledge, beliefs, and values from
foreign cultures may have been adapted and integrated into local communities, shaping
unique worldviews and social identities. The study also found that the management of
personal and public assets was regulated by leaders or guardians of social institutions at

the time.

Keywords: Ancient Laws, Isaan Region, Worldview
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