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Chang Phueak Monument (Khuang Chang Phueak)

The Chang Phueak Monument, known locally as “Khuang Chang Phueak,”
is a historic monument featuring two white elephant statues. Located
north of Chiang Mai's old city wall, approximately 500 metres from Chang
Phueak Gate, it has served as an important historical landmark and
spiritual center for the people of Chiang Mai for centuries.

According to the Chiang Mai Chronicle (Tamnan Phuen Mueang Chiang Mai),
the monument was first constructed during the reign of Phra Ya Saen
Mueang Ma of the Mangrai Dynasty (1386-1402 CE). After leading a military
campaign against the Sukhothai Kingdom, the king became separated
from his army. Two men, Ai Ob and Ai Yira, helped guide him safely
back to Chiang Mai. In gratitude, the king appointed them as supervisors
of the royal elephants on the left and right divisions and granted them
land near Wiang Chiang Chom for their residences. He also ordered
the construction of two white elephant statues, which were placed
facing north with a pathway running between them.

Later, during the reign of King Tilokaraj (1441-1487 CE), the two white
elephant statues were restored by Muen Dam Phra Khot. As part of
the restoration, Buddhist chanting ceremonies were performed and
sacred objects were placed inside the statues in accordance with
Lanna traditions. These rituals were intended to protect the city and
bring prosperity and good fortune to Chiang Mai.

During the reign of King Kawila, ruler of Chiang Mai under the Chet Ton
Dynasty (1782-1815 CE), the two white elephant statues were rebuilt
and enclosed within protective pavilions. The elephant facing north
was named Prap Chakrawan (“Subduer of the Universe”), while



the elephant facing west was named Prap Mueang Man Mueang Yak
(“subduer of the Demon and Giant Cities”). The reconstruction was
completed on Saturday, 5 April 1800.

The people of Chiang Mai, especially those living in the Chang Phueak
community near the northern side of the old city, deeply respect
the monument and its two white elephant statues. They are believed to
embody a guardian spirit (Arak) that protects both the city and its people.
For this reason, the monument is affectionately known as Chao Pho
Chang Phueak (“The White Elephant Guardian Spirit”).

Every year, an annual worship ceremony is held during the ninth
month of the traditional Northern Thai lunar calendar (approximately
June in the Gregorian calendar). Local residents gather to pay their
respects, make offerings, and seek blessings for peace, prosperity, and
well-being for their community and the city of Chiang Mai.
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