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® Abstract

The purpose of this article was to study and analyse Charan
Manophet’s northern folksongs, particularly through the reflection of
Louis Pierre Althusser’s ideology and semiotic conception. The researcher
found that the compositions promoted Lanna ideology through literature
and were classified into 1 aspects : 1) Lanna language 2) Lanna wisdom
(tradition, music, food and costume) 3) Lanna Buddhism 4) Person in
history 5) Lanna discourse (Northern people cherish the land., Northern
people are white. Northern people are not ‘Lao’.) 6) Promotion the
characteristic of Lanna—nhess to urban music. The main objective is to
create a distinctive badge of traditional identity of ‘Lanna’ within

urbanization.
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® Abstract

A Surname or family name is one type of an inheritance that everyone
has inherited from ancestors. The use of surname arouses self-conscious-
ness toward family’s root and ethnical information. The concept of ‘surname’
relatively reflects of individual’s background, occupation, residence, and any
other significant matters related to the family’s members.

During the past decade, Thai people often change their name and
surname to improve the fortunes. The diversity of surname is done mostly
for the psychological reasons of convenience, melodiousness, and getting
rid of bad luck.

From the study of ‘the surname change of local people of Chom Thong,
Chiang Mai’ found that the traditional surname is commonly a mixture part of
the grandparents’ name based on occupation, title, and area of residence. In
the certain time, the custom of choosing the surname to a new-born child
is reversed from local or Lanna words to extravagant, beautiful and good
meaning words which Pali and Sanskit have linguistically long coexisted.
However, the unfamiliar Pali and Sanskit words have more complicated in
meaning and hard to understand. People who do not know those languages
might not understand the word. As a result, the new surname will lack the
sense of Lanna—-ness or do not derived from parts of family anymore. The
ignorance of Lanna or local words and the increasing use of standard Thai
language with Pali and Sanskit words in surname might be described as the
tendency of the local language to disappear.

The researcher assumes that the dialect ignorance will be decreased,
if those who know the language naming people with more Lanna surname.
On the contrary, the less use of traditional Lanna surname will affect on their
own heritage language, eventually resulting in the gradually loss of dialect

identity.
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®© ABSTRACT

This paper aimed to analyze the variation of the phonological changing
trends of the consonants in Tai Dam ethnic group, Ban Na Pa-Hnat village,
Khao Kaew sub-district, Chiangkhan district, Loei. The researcher examined
the possible factors which influence the Old Tai Dam consonants and vowels
variation. The focuses will be on the external social factors, which are the
language contact both from Standard Thai and Lao (Loei / Vientiane / Luang
Phabang) and age. The age of Tai Dam informants can be considered as the
factors which induce the phonological variation and change. The age groups
in this study were divided into 3 group : old age, middle-age, and young
age. The results revealed that, the external factor in language contact from
loanword of standard Thai and Lao into Tai Dam’s sound is considered as
the most significant factor. The consonants and vowels varied according to
age-group, the sound changes in progress were considered by the younger
age-group only, and the younger age-group were influenced by standard Thai
which correspondence with words in Tai dam, unlike the older age group
who were influenced by Lao. Only one case of vowel variation, concerning
the variant of the diphthong is hypothesized to be induced by an internal

factor i.e. vowel simplification. This variation is found only in the younger age

group.
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® Abstract

Punna Mueang-Ou : The Remaining History, Way of Life, and
Culture of lost Tai Lue in Punnais an article which is considered to be a
qualitative study conducted by using a comparative study method. The
data was collected by interviews and observation. Subsequently, the data
was analyzed by connecting the information to historical documents of
Xishuangbanna in traditional state era in order to study the lifestyle of Tai
Lue ethnic in the north and south of MueangOu, Pongsali Province, Lao
People’s Democratic Republic.

According to the results, it has been discovered that the
separation of Muang—Ou to Lao People’s Democratic Republic does
not affect Tai Lue in both social and cultural aspects. The society and
culture have changed gradually. They are influenced by Chinese culture
as China is a large country located on the border of Laos. Additionally,
Lao culture has mainly come from government. The identity of Tai Lue
culture in traditional state era still remains completely when compared
with the society of Tai Lue in Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous Prefecture,

Yunnan Province, China.
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® Abstract

The history of Mueang Phrae is still ambiguous due to the lack
of the evidence and continuous records. For this reason, the written
history of Mueang Phrae is based on the belief without concrete evidence.
Mueang Phrae appeared in the folk legend of Mueang Payao for the first
time in the early @™ of Buddhist century as an independent state known as
“Kwaen Pala Nakhon.” Additionally, it had relations with nearby states which
are Kwaen Yonok, Kwaen Khelang Nakorn, Kwaen Phookamyao (Payao),
Kwaen Nan, and Kwaen Sukhothai. In B.E. 1986, Kwaen Pala Nakhon
was merged to be a part of Lanna Kingdom. It then became only a city in
Lanna Kingdom. It served the king of Lanna Kingdom in Chiang Mai. Many
noblemen took turns to rule this city.

In B.E. meo®, Lanna was colonized by Myanmar. Therefore, Phrae
was also colonized by Myanmar. The king of both Myanmar and Lanna had
an authority to shuffle noblemen to be the ruler of Mueang Phrae. However,
sometimes the ruler of Mueang Phrae took a significant role; consequently,
he was named to be the King of Lanna Kingdom. In B.E. aameam, Paya
Mongchai, the ruler of Phrae rebelled against the King of Myanmar and
became an alliance of Siam King. Thus, the status of Phrae was a colony of
Siam. The Ancien regime was implemented by Saensai dynasty which had
the highest authority in the city. The status of the noble ruler was known as
“King of Mueang NaKhon Phrae” who owned every life in the city. In B.C
2442, Mueang Nakhon Phrae was affiliated with Siam. As a consequence,
“Phrae province” has been a part of Thailand since then.

In terms of Phrae’s identity, the identity of traditional stateconsisted of
physical state and imaginative state which overlapped each other. Therefore,
the most significant element of Phrae’s identity was “Ancien” regime
comprising of king (ruler of the city) , noblemen, castle, city, and state. The
system of “Buddhism” (Brahman) consisted of grand temple of the city, a
temple where pillar shine of the city was located, and the temple called Wat
Luang Hua Wieang. Furthermore, the“spirit” system composed of spirit of
the city, spirit which protected the city and other areas.
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® Abstract

The fundamental key of Buddhism is the Buddha Preaching
or Dharma. However, people can only gain full benefits from this by
practicing and leading their lives according to the Dharma. There are
many Buddhists who live their own lives, believing in something beyond
that Buddha Preaching, i.e. something supernatural and that which
is beyond the Dharma. In an ever changing world where people feel
less in control of what is going on around them, it is only natural
that they desire to cling onto something that makes them feel more
confident, stable and secure in life.

However, there is a distinction between having high fate and
having high wisdom. A blind belief without being able to fully explain
something has unfortunately become the core of what people understand
talismans’ to be. This article will seek to address this issue and at the
same time-examine talisman connection with the Buddha Dharma.

Many people respect talisman, but are doing so in a way that
they do not know the meaning behind and the essence of the talisman
that they are showing so much reverence towards. Most people use them
for protection from harm, evil, disease or general bad luck.

However, there is a general lack of empirical evidence proving
that talismans can do the above as stated, and what we are left with
are stories passed around by word of mouth and passed down by
generations. The veracity of these claims can never be proven.

A talisman contains the Pali words and numbers that relate

to the Buddha Canon and each talisman contains the treasure of
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wisdom. Talisman from its roots of language means fast, easy and
quick to be recalled.

In ancient times, the Dharma and other important chapters from
the Buddha Canon were recorded in a shortened form using abbreviations
and numbers. This allowed for the Canons to be recorded on a smaller
space such as a small piece of cloth, allowing them to be carried easily.
Thus, they were readily accessible. The abbreviations were such that the
Canons could still be recalled and recited in full.

This article aims to give people a new perspective on talisman
that is related back to their original purpose and to the Buddha Dharma.
| hope that readers will understand that the real benefit of a talisman
can only be unlocked by those who own it, only if they can understand
and decode what is written within, take the meaning seriously and finally
practice it in their everyday life.

| am optimistic that this article will encourage people to view
talismans in a positive manner and hope that the knowledge of
Buddhism contained within with lead those towards a deeper
connection to Buddhism. | hope that talismans will be viewed in the
right way and they will be preserved and used as originally intended

that is as a short hand of the core teaching of the Buddha.
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® Abstract

Music is a daily context in human life; there is always music
everywhere whether people listen or not. Music is a product of mankind
and their traditional society. All society characterized by specific cultural
patterns of relationships between individuals reflects their fundamental
music elements. The common elements are melody, rhythm and
timbre. The other distinctive characteristics performed with natural
vocal instruments are pitch (which governs melody and harmony) ,
dynamics (loudness and softness) and texture (which are “color” of
a musical sound) . All these elements are combined to create melodious
compositions correspond to the audiences’ mood. Moreover, there are
another two significant elements : form and content which determined
mostly by musician than people in general.

The forms of music are not only culturally determined, the
appreciation in music is believed to well-established in human brain
which lasts for decades or even lifetime. The basis physiological
structures needed for musical behavior begins when the infant is about
20 weeks old in the mother’s womb. Until the age of 10, the perceived
of tunes through the general sensory acquisition provides the feeling
of trust, safe and pleasant. That music becomes the foremost model
which the infant can compare with all the new pieces and make choices
for their own musical taste. The musical taste is emphasized during
adolescent stage at the age of 20 because the human brain is most

effective at this stage.
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® Abstract

This article aimed to study 1) the history of Chiang Mai
Lacquerware, 2) the process of production of Chiang Mai lacquerware,
3) changes of lacquerware from past to present and 4) conservation of
Chiang Mai lacquerware. The data collected from indepth interviews,
observations and review of relevant documents.

Lacquerware are objects made by a specific process including
wood and bamboo, making them to the appliances according to the
purpose and finish by decorations. The main materials of making
lacquerware are lacquer (lak) resin, crimson substance, pearl and gold
leaf.

There are 5 patterns of Chiang Mai lacquerware including
Lai Khud-filled lacquer, Lai Rot Nam-gold gilding, Rak See—colored
lacquer, egg shell inlay, and color painting lacquer. The decoration style
mostly are artificial, natural imitation and miscellaneous. The decorative
techniques are scratching and filling color, gold gilding lacquering, colored
lacquering, pearl decorated, bulge style with gold leaf and glass inlay,
and egg shell inlay.

The main material of making lacquerware is ‘lacquer—lak’.
There are 2 steps of lacquering; 1) Preparation : using samook as the
base of the product. Samook comes from other substances mixed
with lacquer resin to become sticky and concentrated for coating the
pattern of the product. 2) Lacquer coating : the technique involves

applying several coats of varnish.
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Lacquering process is the significant identity which makes
lacquerware different from other handicrafts. Lanna people call it
‘Nam-Hug lacquer liquid’. Lacquer resin which is mostly used from
‘Lak Yai or Hug Luang (Melanorrhoea usitate)’. There are 3 tapping
periods but the best quality of resin; concentrated, thick and clean is
during November to January called ‘Hug nai’. After tapping resin it will be
divided as raw lacquer, Rak Nam Kliang (drained lacquer), Rak Samook
(mixed lacquer), Rak Klia (spreading lacquer), Rak Chet (wiped lacquer),
and Rak Sai (clear lacquer). Each lacquer has different using purpose.

The making of lacquerware in Chiang Mai has a long history.
The factor that maintains this making is adaptation process according
to economic and social changes. People have to conserve the making
of pattern and process and style production because the making
process and style changes according to the needs of the customer.
Governmental, non—governmental and social promotion should raise
awareness of the benefit of Melanorrhoea usitate (lacquer tree) which
produces main materials of making lacqureware and is almost extinct.
At present, Nantharam community, Haiya and Muang Chiang Mai
have their own local wisdom support process for sustainability by
founding learning centre to cascade knowledge to youth people and
tourists to practice and experience by themselves. This is a method
to build the awareness and value of the benefit of lacquer tree

conservation and lacquerware handicraft.
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